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trudging down thc rood co
w:m.I the Lli'>tant junglc. \Vc 
pullcd our (;:Jr ovcr anti thcy 
ringcd li!'> at a t-:mtiou<> tJj,_ 
rance: four adult'i. and t\\ o 
childrcn no highcr than my 
kncc. Clad in Aip-tlops. r:.ig,. 
and du~t. only chcir ~light 

hu1lds anti bo" 1 hairc:uts markcd thcm a~ 
\'anomami. ·n1e le-Jder ofthc group. a young 
man named Fmnc:isc:u, said thcy'd walkcd 
fi\"e da'lo"' to thc town of l racema for the n'IO'it 
oosic rt-J'ion: "Wc wcre st!!n ing," hc .. aid in 
a lo\\ voice. ''Thc flrc burncd evcrything. 
We knew it wa'i too dry, but we had to bum 
the land w sow thc manioc anJ bananas. 
Thcn thc tire cst-apc<.I. ;1nd other fire, carne. 
and destroycc..I ali rhc fooc..I in the 11111/oro"
their rhatch-mofcd lo<lge-•·an<.I rhc :inimals 
ran away." Or, in the t'a'iC of thc o;lowcr-mov
ing pacas. snakcs. turtles, aod :mnac..lillm. 
wcrc burned ative. "So we had to come ro 
cnwn to get spaghetti." 

Though rapicJly growing conver;ant with 
pasta, the Yanomami remains thc world's 
large-;t Stone Age tribc. lts 22,000 membcrs 
íO'Jm a huge r:iinfore"t ~er\'e thar extends 
from northernmost Brazil into Venezuela, 
and rhey havc a rcputarion as the fiert:eM 
peoplc in the world. (Particularly lcgcndary 
in frcshman anthropology classes are thcir 
duels, which dcmand whomping blo\\., to 
che brain wirh tcn-foot cluhs uncil only onc 
man's 'ikull case remains íntact.) But chc 
Yanomami define themsclves le'is :J'i war
riors than a~ a crading culture; aftcr ncw 
ideas aad arrifacts m: introdtH'cd in one 
arca, they ~oon racc through ali 188 widcly 
'\cattered village'i. \Vhen it hccame dear to 

the!>e cravelcrs rhat all we haJ to uffer was 
qucscions, rhcy <>lipped away. Having ,ofd 
fakc artifacrs in town-p-Jlm-wood daAAers 
that havc no function in thei1 culturc-chey 
werc now carrying back Santa-sizc hags 

pcrmits to dri\c, and l:tter íly, into the 
\anom:uni reserve. 

Joaci. a gcnclc: man with a \ 'andyke, was 
looking forward to t.ilking mcJicinal planl'i 
\\ ith thc Y:mom:imi and to praccicing his 
hcrhal '' it nn me. ( Larer, in thc forc.,t. he 
pas~cd me :1 jadc-colored stalk that tasted of 
grccn appfc.,,"Chc\\ this," hc said. "Nice,'' 
1 said. "\Vhar i:. ir?" "i\fonkcy skin hcrb," hc 
.-.aid. "lt makcs you piss inscantly.") Alan, 
our fixer, wa'i an unshaven and cxcitable 
prescncc who. back in Boa \~sr.a, the (.':lpital 
of Rornima, had honked at cvcry prcccy girl 
and ignoreú cvcl') stop sigo. ln llmsília, thcy 
had informed me ir would take at ka!>t 20 
l..lays to examine our health rccords and 
llíOl'C~l> thc: paperwork; in Boa Vi:.cu, Alan 
simpl~ rnld hi!> hoss, FUNAI ~uperinten
dent Walter Blo•,, that we'd pay for a plane 
thar could t'all) in ~upplies for the lndians. 
The rcd tape l..li'lãppcarcd. 

On rhi~ initial tripinto the junglc \\C were 
headed for Ajamní. a Yanomami 'illage near 
the ed[!:C ofthc reserve. Ajamni is surrnunded 
by four lar~c agricultuml settlemcnt' populat
cd by Rorairnan farmers. one of man} such 
ncw horn1."-tC<1th in Roraima c:irvcd out of for
mer minforest. ln tho'IC settlemcnt.~ we saw 
hcrds of spectral white caule surrounding 
standl> of the im1ja palm trce' that are rhe tell
tale survivors of slash-and-bum clearing, and it 
was hcrc that wc first lx:gan to cncounter thc 
c.Jevasrarion lcft by chc tires char Aa,hcd across 
rhe world\ tele' ision scrcen.'> in ~larch. 

This J:muar}. when farmer~ and small 
landholder.. across che statc costomarily set 
fircs to dcar thcir fields and opcn up foreM 
lanc..I for planting, the Amamn region was 
tinc..ler-dry afccr a ~evcre six-month drought 
occasioncd b) EI Nino. Bcfore anyone 
quirc rcali1ed what was happening, thc fircs 
were our of conuol. By F ebruary. Z.000 'iep
arate hl:11.t:'> wcre speeding \\Cst chrough 
13.000 l><JUarc milcs of savanna. blown as 
much as 30 mi lei. a day CO\\ ard the rainforest 

F1Rf5CHA.RRED5.400SQUAREMIJLESOFRAINFOREST 

(RIGHT) BEFORE CHIEF DAVI K()PENAWA {BELOWI 

CALLED THE RAINMAKERS TCI OEMINI (ABOVE) 

of the UN ahout as much a~ we necd hclp 
from Argentina or Venezuela." 

Evcntually the military grud~in~ly ac
cepced aid from the L·:-.:. as well as from Ar
gentina and Venezuela. An :iir force of 
planes and hclicopters llew sortics over thc 
blazes, dumping barreis of waccr. Thc firc., 
had grown t(X> powcrful, and 1.700 tircmcn 
and soldiers also had no cffc<:t whacsocvcr a~ 
the Aames began to Jick tlu:ir way through 
thc Amawn 's undcrscnry. The fircl> woulJ 
have continuc<l cJceper intu Yanom:.imi tcrri
cory had thc rainy season not .irrÍ\ t:d on 
~tarch .~ I. By then, hcmcv1::r, 5.400 'iquarc 
milc:. of forest had hcen de'>tmycd-an 

SOME YANOMAMI VIEWED THE SMORE AS A SIGN OF THE APOCALYPSE. SOME BEJt.IEVED IT POR· 

fillec..I with emp~· plasric cwo-liter Coke bot
tles, ro bc used ª' concaincro;. That the 
Yanomami would la:.h urban rcfuse to thcir 
forcheads and lug it for live days hack into 
the rainforc~t '>Ccmed picrcingly sad. 

\Vc druvc on \\ cst\\arJ in the licrcc equa
torial hc3t, p<m a 1..harrc<l blac:k dog blankct
cd by four unhurriccJ n1lrurcs. lkhincJ thc 
whcel wa~ joati de Freitas Lu1~ a boranist 
with Brazil\ .\linistf) of Agriculturc. who 
"ª~ .-.crving as a uan~lator for me aod pho
togmphcr Ron Ha\Í\. ln the hack w:1) Alan 
Suassuna. \\ ho work.., for Fl TN1\l, the fod~r
al Jndian agcncy, and who had amtn11;ec..I our 
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by prc\'ailin~ winds rhac msscd rhe smokc 
6,000 fcer high. Thc federal gO\·ernment 
ditln 'e responcJ to Roraim:i 's cJcclared l>tate 
of emcrgc:ncy for cwo months, uncil ~larc:h, 
and thcn rhe accempts w tight the fire wcre 
~ilmo!>t comkally haplcss. ( At onc point firc
tightcrs battlcd chc hlazc wirh hou'lehold 
mop!>.) Brnt.il ha' no firet:ighting planes or 
helicoptcr.. wharsoever, hut fc:dcrnl authuri
tics rcfusccJ rwo offe~ of hclp fmm a lº nit
el..I i'\arion~ team that fought last ycar's Hre<t 
in lndone!>Ía. Thc comm;indcr in chargc of 
firclighting, General Luís .Maia de Can·al
ho. haughtily dcclarec..I, "Wc nccd thc help 

enormous mnoum when onc con~idcr; that 
7.800 -.quarc mil~ \\erc: dcfürc.,tcd thmugh· 
our the Amar.on in thc enci rc: ycar of t 997. 
The Am:iwn creates onc:-nfrh ofthc world':. 
oxygen; suddenly ir wasn 'e ~1 green lunl!,. but 
an cxhaust pipe. 

Yet chc: fire, which seemed ac thc: timc be
yond chc scopc of human forcrhought~Jn 
"act of God" -was in fact a ~m:dictable l'On
'>cqucnce of che rampant crcc-..·kuring and 
home~tcading on thc: forcst\ txirúc:r ... An
orhcr prcdictablc consct1uc.: ncc of .-.uch cn
croachmcnts was whar hac..I alrcady hap
pened co thc .. prcscrved" \anomami. Ncwly 
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vísíblc um.ler chc scared skin:s of the forcst. 
to anyonc payin~ attcmjon, was not thc pris
cíne tribe of the textbooks. but a bewildered 
µcopie in cransirion. The fire ~hnuld have 
bccn thc son of watcrshcd evcnt, likc thc 
murder of Chico Mendes or Bull Connor's 
tire hoscs at lfümingham, that cxposcs a cer
rihlc undcrlying wrong. Buc as l discovcrcd 
in my latc-April visit. chc instam chc fircs 
wcnt ouc. ncarly cveryonc in Boa Vista 
scopped paying arccncion-ouc uf hopelcss
nes.<1 or rank self-intercst. 

T!-IE FOl 'H OF 1 'S ARRIVED l\T THE VJLL\\rE 

of Ajarani, home to SI Yanomami. to tind a 

thc smoke fmm chc tires as a sigo of chc 
apocalypse: some saw it as thc effusions of 
evil spirit~ and banged on the walls of thcir 
lodge co make chcm go away; some helieved 
it poncndctl an epidemie; and some fearcd 
thac, as had happencd oncc before in a 
mychic timc of smnke anc.l earth(1uakes. ~mi
mais antl bumans woukl switch hodics. 

Though tbcir banana crees were entircly 
burned :rnd chcir game dispersed. thc 
Yanomami at Ajarani sccmed, with pmgmat
ic rcsignacion, to have scen che smoke sim
ply as what comes from thc whitc man's firc. 
A surly young man named Orlando (the ln
dians keep thcir nativc names sccrct from 

"I bavc sccn many changcs in workin~ with 
the Yanomamí for 17 ycars. Tbc closcr co thc 
sctclcmencs, thc more l'han~c." hc ~uldcd. 
!;!Tinning hugcly. thc mos1t chccrful analy'>I of 
dcdinc 1 havc evcr mct. "Thcy are no more 
naked-they are ashame•ll not to use dochcs. 
Thcy learn to drink-•wc had 11 peoplc 
from Ajamni in jail in cown durin~ Carni,':11. 
Thcy ncvcr used salt bcfon:. :md now thc'i 
must have it. And the young oncs don't be
licvc in thc shamans--thcy want whítc 
man's mcdiônc.'' 

Almost cvcrywhcrc cise in 'anomarni ccr
ritory during thc firl-s, sh:amans pcrformcu a 
spccial ceremony ro "doean'· or "cool" chc 

TENDED AN EPIDEMIC, AND SOME FEARED TBAT ANIMALS ANO HUMANS WOUX.D S\11/ITCH BQDIES. 

dcprcssingly bare huJdle of woodcn houscs. 
Nonc ofthe Indiano; herc bothcrcu with 
thcir craditi<mal face r>aint or stick-aml-leaf 
dccoracions; childrcn were chcwing on Scy
rofoarn; thc gcneracor providín~ cleccricicy 
was so loud my hcad hurc. Such modero 
aJultcracions. which incrcasc in direcc pro
ponion to a ma loca 's proximicy to our world, 
compound the many o;ubtle shadings of 
Y;mo1rn1mi culturc. 

The Yunomami reserve is homc to four 
languagcs ali distinct from one another as 
Spanish and ltalían. and co lcp;ends chac are 
equally diversificd. Some Yanomamí viewed 
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oucsiJcrs) muucred co me, "Thc fire was 
cvcrywhcre. We didn'l kno\\ whcrc cach 
one carne from." We had repaircd to thc 
FUNAl pose-a log cabin dccoraccd with :1 
girlie calendar-co get out of thc hcat, and 
Orlando was loitcring, looking for angles. 
''Whcrc will you get food?" 1 asked him. 
"FllNAI must give." he said. Having an
swercd me. hc asked for my watch anel then 
my b·.ickpaC'k. ' 'Thcse are thc most dvilizul 
Yanonuuni." Alan said, giving thc word a 
shmgging spin. 

"Yes," said Vcnancio. a half-Macuxi Indi
:m who is FUNAl:o; rcpresenmcive ac Ajarani. 

rcd sun and brin~ r-Jin. Buc whilc Ajarllní's 
shaman can '>ti li hei p with, ~y. d íarrhca. he \; 
forgottcn the hardcr spcll~. Thc sham:in. :1 
chin, p;lum-lookin~ m:m. sat nn thc ftoor ncar
by, his face proppcd in his hand likc RoJin 's 
Thinkc-r. Venanl·io gcsturcJ tow;1rd him pro
priecarily and cxplained cihat IS ycar.. ago chc 
shaman lived ín a ncarby ma loca 1hat gor imc 1 

a furious wrangle wídl a:nothcr villap;c uvcr 
kidnappcd womcn. pri1c:s of war tlmr indud
cd the shaman's wite. Thic foud cscalatcd in 
a hail of curarc-tippcd arrcm~ until ali but a 
handful of people were dead. Thc shmnJn 
cS<."apcd to tcll che tale. b11t thosc days of' Iro-
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jan glof) -.ccmcd utterly hy~onc. Aftcr \'c
n:incio '~ wifc g-.wc thc mana howl uf soup. 
hc crepe llUictl~ from chc room. 

\\'I•. CON l IMlE() \\ hS'I~ DEl-,l'EI{ INTO TllE 

junglc, nn a n1ttcJ latcrite tmck thac eventu
al!:. pctcr' um in thc Yanomami villagc of 
Dcmini. Thc tire\ o;p(KJí wa<; ali arounJ: 1t 
\\ ª" likc a dri\ c-rhmugh aucopsy. Thc yd
lo\\ and grccn picrid burterttic., cha1 gathcr 
afccr a hurning fluttcrcd like a~h unJcr thc 
hlackcncd pcrw1la of dcad cashcw. ceiba. 
:mJ lk11il nut trcc:.. A hurm :.mcll trailcd li">. 

an odor likc roning hay. Thc hi~hc't t:anop) 
\\a!> :.till grccn, hut man~ uf tho:.c m:c:. with 
tmrncd mmk~ woulJ tlll: ,fowl}; 11nlikc '>3-

vanna trcc~. thc minforcst ftor.i is not adapt
cll for füc and takc:. gcncrJrions tu rccovcr. 
1'\luch farthcr up chc road wc'd '>cc füx:ks of 
hl11c :111d ycllow m:u.::tw:., a clamor of grcy 
hcron._, clu.: odJ ,1t.rcat cgrct. chamclcon .... an 
;J){ouci. and c\cn a pc1.'t':1rv. Hm h1.·rc rhcrc 
\.\JS only a hot, ~hu:.tl} silcncc. 

Thi., º' crgro" n singlc-l:mc rcrJJ. B R l IO. 
was what rcmaincc.J uf Br.11.il\ mnhicim1., phtn 
to build ~1 mrn,-Amatonian highwa~ . Laid 
do\!. n t'rrnn 197~ to 1977, it was thc tir-;c mn:ry 
into thc Yanomami arca. "Thcrc \\Cn: IS 
maloc•I' 11car thc rnac.J when thcy srnrtcd," 
Cario 7..<1cquini hac.J told u" in Boa \hta . . \ 
~aunt man \\ ich a :.park of saintlim:o;.,, í'.ac
quini has workcd wich chc \'anumam1 for .B 
ycars ª"a nonproo;dytizing ( :arholic mis'>ion-

nc\ cr had chc-.c c.Jisca..'iCS bcforc." 
Latcr. wc liC\\ aho\'c thc junglc, hcading 

~outh\\-CSt from lloa \'isca in a Ccssna at 
~.(X)(J focr. and thc pattcrn of mctai.casis bc
camc cvcn clearer. Dirt road~ wcntlcd wcsr 
frum the f\lul':ljai Ri,·cr inco chc forcsr. Ob
long clcaring' prongcd om from thc road 
likc 'havcc.J pacchcs of mangc. Anc.J from 
rh<..-sc dcaring,, thkk bro\\ n vcin~ of com
busrion wanc.Jcrcc..I across thc grccn flanks of 
chc fore .. r. Spoc fírcs srill ~molJcrcu near 
Apiaú. hosomin~ up smukc. Farthcr in were 

hii. \Utc wa.\ in Ram<.. .... rhcn ~ili it WJs uni~ .\ 
pcr1.-cm. 'llle l JN finally put it :u l-1 pcR'Cnt. 
Thc heac.J of rhe l IN tcam t hat Acw in w :td· 
vise. Cario~ "luntciro Pt:rc1irJ, callcd thc in
ferno an "cnvironmcnrnl di~a~ccr withmn 
precedem on thís planct." Bm afrcr rhc rain' 
c:1mc thrcc wcck~ ahcac..I • 1f '>l'hctl11lc. tht: 
\H1rld-hi,t1irical l-Jra,tropht: 'llh\iJcJ, tn chc 
world·., rcckoning, imo JU'r :m111hcr hlip. 

Dri' ing from .\jar.m1, "1.· 1.·\ cniuall~ c.-.m1c: 
co chc ~m.111 m:1loc:i Ajarnni IL homc w 
aho11t rwo Jozcn stan'clÍn~>· (No onc coulc.J 

... 

pmvidc .111 cxact ccnM1s, as chc 
Yanumami numt:ri<.· sy.,tcm has 
rhrcc componcnr'>: 11nc. mo .. mtl 
man~.> Thc ''omcn d11u:hctl at 
us, mimin)! c;J tini.t Jnd crying. 
"Ricc. rkc-i:hc children art: 
hungry." Thc onl} food wc h;1d 
w:1s ':uldwíchc~. anti 1\lan whi'>· 
pcrcd chat chc hmtcr and may
onnaiM.: would noc sit wcll in thc 
'~momami\ sn1mat·fp;, 

Thcir loJgc '!i palm-lc;.1f rooí 
wa!> l·mwlini: wich tlmus:lnlh of 
t.:ockroachc\: in a hc:ihh) com
municy-aml thcrc .1rcn'r m:m~ 
lcft on thc fo•rc:.t honlcr-it 
would long sim·c have hccn 
hurncd and a nc\\ lodgc cre<.·t· 
cd. "Firccumc' tluwn thc roaJ." 
rhcir chicf. Jona~. kept ':1ving. 
sccmín~ :.hc•cpíi.h ahour hi' 

"THE REAL FIRE JS .NOT THIS ONE," SAYS A CRITIC OF THE MASSIVE RELOCATION OF POOR INTO 

a11 anti hclpctl lcad rhc c.Jri\'c 1har crcatcd 
thc ':inomam1 fk'l:m; in 1991. "I rold thcm 
therc \\ili hc :t mac..I, anu ~ttlcmcnt'i, anc..1 C.~lt

tlc. anti thc 1 ndiani. ~ai<l. 'l ,ct thcm cume, ... 
Zacquini saitl. "Thcy didn't undcr.;canll. Ar 
füst thcy thnught whitc pcoplc, with chcir 
machinc:-.. wcrc a kind of gotl. 1 cxplaincc.J. 
'Thcrc "íll noc bc fniic, thc anim:tl~ will run 
J\\ il)-what "ili )Ull do?' Thcy '!aitl, '\\'e 
\!. ill ~" awa) ;1 litclc hit farrhcr. "' Z:1cq11ini 
'ighcd. "Afrcrwartl, only 51 peorlc in onc 
maluca wcrc scill alivc-thc othcr,, une 
tlmuo;antl pcoplc, ha<l dicd of mala ria anJ cu
hcn:ulo'>Í'>. Thcy had no immunilic'>. h:n.ing 
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do7.cns of sla~ hcap~ and ptxil, of latcx-ycl
low \mtcr-thc rc-.itlue nfthc~1ri111f>tÚYJS, il
lcg;il mincf'. "ho u-;c poi.;ono11., mcrc11~ to 
scp:trntc gold from thc carth. 

ln tinding darit) in thc 'iC\\ fmm aho\'c, 1 
was follini.: in \\ ích ali thc olticiah hack. in Hoa 
\li'>ta. c;tch of \\ hom c\'cntually pullcd out a 
marro 'h°'' me'' hcrc thc 'crtlcmcnt'> \\ crc. 
whcrc 1he tire haú i:onc, whcrc thc \';moma
mi li\'c<.I. \\'e wcrc mn-.piring m hopc that 1.";tr
cogmpln anJ 'cati,tics coulJ make 'cme of 
what wa~ happcning. Aml ycc. for ;111 chcsc 
cakulation'>. thc fal·t~ provcd ~lippcr~. Ro
raima''! govcrnor tlcd:m:d thar 2S pcrccnt of 

pcoplc \ uttcr lJck of rc'!ourt.•c'>. 'Ih1all~ fo
eusctl on findin14 cnou~h hacaha fruit for 
'uppcr. hc couldn 't ~ra\p our quer\ ahout 
\\ hcthcr thc tires "ould rcturn .,.. hcn thc ... 

3 miny sca-..m cm!' in Scptcmhcr. "Therc :ire 
no f\rc:.," hc '!<1id, pointin,g down thc ro;1d. 
"No tires, and 1111 fooc..I." 

On my la~t \isic w rhc Am:11.on, '1:\cn 
ycar~ ag<>. l'u gunc up th·c Riu :\q~ro m a 
hon~o \\ ith a \';mom:11n1 namcd \:1ldir. 1 fc 
kn1.·" aml rnuld dimh C\Cf' m:c m thc for-

~ 

"' ' :E 

1» ... 
e 
lf 

csc. im1ta11.:d fm~ o;ounJ.,. fmm hclchc~ 1t1 ,.. 
~ asthmatic \\histlC!>. :1ntl navigatcd hy (hc z 

Plciaucs: he ~1bo spokc En~li~h. b1rncJ ac a ~ 
... 
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MODERN ADULTERATIONS HAVE BROUGHT TWENTIETH·CENTURY REFUSE TO MALOCAS UKE THAT 

AT DEMINI. HEAVY MACHINERY TO VILLAGES SUCH AS AJARANI li. MALARIAL DEATH THROUGHOUT 

nlE REGION,AND MINETAILINGSTO ONCE-VJRGIN RfVERS IN YANOMAMI LANOS (FROM FAR LEFJ'), 

Salc,ian mission, and livcd with hi~ family in 
São (iahrícl <lc C :.idmicm. 1\ftcr a '' cck to
gc1her in d1t: j1111glc. l'd a~kcd hím ifhe likcd 
Jh in~ m town. "l'd lx a "el.'rer ):momamí in 
1he j11n~le if l 1;till cuukl. if 1 <..lidn 'e know your 
workl." hc 'd 1>:1id. wich n passionaC<.: .sadness 1 
h:u.J not expcctc:d. '"fou lrnvc your how and 
;1rrow:-., yuur hlowpipc, y otH' wifc · 1 ·hcrc's no 
sugar to cakc 011t your tceth, imd no prie,c.s w 
tdl you your cura,snw and parrot fcarhers 
anJ armhands ltK)k silJy. !\nd Ch<tt pcople will 
laugh ac you in the mwns." 

Tm: ~rns~ IN ~01{1\l\I .\ Tlll~ sPIW\<i WAs A 

da'iSic dc moni.m1tion of che prnhlem th;tt 
the IW.2 l~io E;1nh S11mmit w;1!> snmehow 
'upposcd cn addre~s. ln Rio, wurld leadcrs 
had banllicll [lrc>llliscs that they\I mnnicur 
global warming. rhat dcvclopcJ countrics 

"ot1ld hdp thc 11ndcvcloped preserve thcir 
rcsourecs. Huc on chc l·orc t 111cstion of how 
to balance the m:c;d' of the poor with thc 
claims uf thc cnvircmmcnt, c\'cn promiscs 
Yicrc fcw. l>cforc!orntion in the t\mazon ha.; 
.icurnlly innca'ictl <>im:c thc summic-12 
pcn:cnc of thc junglc. an ;1rc;1 ncarly thc si7.c 
of FranL'C, is now i;onc forcvcr. 

Roraim;i j, thc :s<m: of fmntícr "herc such 

to dear che rcsc.iumnc so hc L'o11ld Jine alune. 
"Our puor population in thc Am;11.0n is the 

higgc:;t rhreac," s;1ys l\dcmir Juncs d111' San
tos, 1-tomima 's he-JLI of IBAl\lA <Rr;tt.il's l'OUll· 

Cef'JJ'ln to thc EPA). who wclcomeu me tu hb 
Bo;i \ií sc.1 officc one afrcrnoon and spokc cio· 
qucntly for two hours ... Thcy havc nowhcrc 
w go, ~u thcy fi.1rm or mim:." 1\t lt:a'it 60,000 
formcrs havc pourc<l inw Roraima from 
Or.v.irs impovcrishcd nurthcasc sincc che tcr
ritory was made a statc in 1988, amJ some 
40,000 garimpeiros have swarmcd ínco thc 
Yrioum;imi reserve síncc 1987. ln thc firsc four 
ycal'l> uf thc gold n1sh. according to chc Pro
'únomam i Commission, thc miners killc<..1 
.2,SOO lnc.Jians through occasíonal massacrei. 
of inconvcnicmly pfaccd v illagcs anti chrough 
tlísca:>c. But dos S:incos ;u~ucs thac whilc 
.. the Amazon 1xJpularion is 'lccn by the inccr
national communiry as a prcdator, accw11ly 
1hcy are ju~t pcK-ir pcoplc. in nccd of dcvclo11· 
1rn:n1. tl)'ing to livc wírh Jig'niry," 

Exccllcnt scmimcm.s-if Jol> Santos wcre 
a dcvclopmcnt officcr. l lnfonunatcly, hc's 
supposcd co be thc guanlían uf che forcsr . 
Bur lBAf\IA is fairly toochlcss; it collcct:-. j11st 
6 pcrcem of thc tines it lcvíe~ nationwiue. 
uml irs Roraim:1 brnm:h has only 30 licld 

come rcpbcemcnt for thc laM supcrintcn
dc111, who this -.prinl! repcatcdly wld jour
nalists that the fües wc::rc a myrh. Pcrhapi. 
bcc::111sc lfomima ·s :1elf-i111;1ge is prcdit':ltcc..I 
on cxploiting chc fond. dcoir1I of thc fin.-~ w;is 
wide.,pre:1d: 1 BAi\ IA didn'1 n ·cn :.top atuho
rizing htndholdcr:- frum l>l'llÍng tirel> uncil 
Fcbru;1ry 1, at \\ hit:h poinc 1hot1'><HHb of 
squarc milc.., lmd ulrcmly hccu lol'chcd. 

B~ i\ l:ird1 30. '' ith 1he füc~ at thcir peak 
and chc rain~ sc:ison non cxpcctcd líJr anoth· 
cr chrcc '' ccks, thc sitrnttíon was innea:.ín.~ly 
dirc. But rhcn hdp ;irriv<:d fmm an une;\pert· 
ed q11•1C1er: Two Kayapo lm.lbn sham:ms. 
l\ukriti :1ml l\bnríi. 1><:r1lí»m1ed :1 rainm.1king 
ricual on thc part.:hed hanks of 1hc lk1nco 
l~ivcr ncar Brn1 \'i~t;1. Althou~h bnom;uni 
sham.111:. hatl bccn wurking for wcek'i to 
hrin~ rJin, Fl INAI clCl"tc<l to l:ly chcsc -.ulun
cccr.; ín fmm thc ecntrn 1 1\m11zoni;m srncc of 
Mato Gms'io. · í'hc shaman:. "l'X:nr .1 loni,: timc 
dc;ining clu: o,un. wipini~ out the di-;m,11 rcd. 
Thcn rhcy chanred oH:r l'rcqX'I' pl:inl!> ;md 
wcr a small bamboo rod in the ri ver. lustrncing 
the gmund in all uirecti1nns. Thc ncxt mom
ing it bcg.m pouring, ;i full chn:c inche'!.· fhe 
rJiny scJ~un had bcgun. Thc tires wenl om; 
the ~mokt· di,1.>crscd; th•:: l'rÍ~i~ was uvcr. Thc· 
l\.ay;1po Hew homc. 
Th1111~h pmyer had hccn rnmpant in llu,1 

Vi'im-in laic Marl'h F e mando C:11~10, ~cl're
tary for regional polil·ics, had dcdarcd th;1c 
only Saint l'ctcr t:ould savc thcm now-J 

TBE JUNGLE. "BUT THE FUSE THAT WAS LIT 30 YEA~S AGO WITH THE SETTLE'MENT POLICY ... 

dashcl> lll.'Cllr: lt\; Bra1.il's mot.lcrn equivalem 
uf our uld Wcst. 'fo\\'ll' havc mw names likc 
Cockrnach L1xJgc aml Mining for Lice. anel 
th(.· st:nc is :munpcd by rhc gold fcvcr chat 
wr;il'kcu it frum l lJH7 w 191.Jl: ln fnmc of thc 
);(O\'ernor'<; p:.tbcc 'l(Uatll an cxccedingly ugly 
stawe of a ,garimpeiro sifcing his pan. Lcg
cnlls circ11latc of rnincr., bcsrowing ncw C".,trs 
on tht:ir favorire whorc-;, anu of rhc cimc a 
mincr namcd Vando l'rcco marched uuc of 
thc junglc, <lrcs'-'!d in m~. aml madc a bcc
line for thc Aipana Pl.1;1.a l lotcl, whcrc hc 
dumpcd ouc onc uf his fo11r hleach bottles 
ernmmcd wich golJ dus1 ;md ordcrcd the ~mff 

OUTSIDE IUL Y l'>'l!I 

agcnts co appmvc anJ chcn monitor che ~m
nual de;1ring tires on some 1 X,000 lots. E vcn 
now. otlicials like dos Sanm~ remain aston
íshingly hlasé about rhe tires' havn1.· and chc 
continuing thrcac. A typital commcnt rnmc 
from lguacemí Rosa. prcsidcnt of Roraima 's 
Iam! m;inagcmcnt agcm:y: "No onc ii. to 

biame for the llrc..., b11t the weathcr:• 
"Thc cruth i~ th:n the govcrnmcnt <..lidn'c 

do ;myching cu stop chc tires." ~aid Walter 
Blos. thc head of Roniim;i's FllNt\I otlicc. 
[\los. a cagey. m11:;cad1iocd vcceran who 
spcnc six ycars among thc Yanomami, had 
just bccn appointc<l co hil> job anJ wa. .. a wcl-

' 

1."<1ukl lin<l nnly one oltkial who ;11lowcd 1hat 
chc o;hamans might h:we hrou~hc thc r:iín. 
Sen:ltor l\larlucc l'inro wa~led hcr ~uld
jcwclry-faucn fingcrs ac me 1>cvercly wh(..·n 1 
brought up the shaman s, as if 1 \\crc a 
n;1ught) hoy. "Fl lN:\I 'brin~ing th(..· 1 ndian\ 
herc to m;1kc raio w ;1q a jokc.'' IB/\M/\ d1ief 
Jos Sancos spurtcrc<l. "li was a wasce of 
moncy. h 111:1dc us look l(K11i~h." 

Walter Hlos. on rhe orhcr hand. Wl)ly .. ug
gcstcu thar the 1'haman!> srill h:aJ a licclc 
cleanup work to <lo ... The lndians are louk· 
íng for El Nino," he ~1 iiJ-EI Nino·i. mune 

l,lease turn to pagt: /lo 
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ofCrclc aml S.rnlnrini havc hccn lcadin~ 
1.·:mtfüfatc~ in thc p:i ... c. hut fc\\ .\tl.1mi' 
slcucho; havc hccn rcsrminccJ hy :u:nt:.tl ~cnJ!
raph). i\nd whilc chc auchnr convincc" u~ 
1har . \1hm1i~ nc\•cr cxio;tcd. hc noncchdc~~ 
act~ ai. a pacicnt J!Hidc rhniugh rhe thickct' 
nf 1.·onuovcr') chat 'urround thc '11hjct:t. ln 
traC'Íl1J!, hoth thc -.cicncilk p11r.,u1t of thi' 
pmbahl) fktion.11 pi.tu.: .and numcrou, un
'iCtcntilic tlii.:hr. off.mn. Elfi, µ,r:1n:fu lh im
l);lrt'> m11d1 :1hrn1t thc hi,torv nf archacul11.L,~ 
anel l';Lrtm:mph\. :md thc pcrcnnial ycarntng 
for lo'c \\orftf, .md romantK· .1uv1.·nt11rc. 

Colendar Humonity s Epíc Struggle to Deter· 
mine o True and Accurate Year. by D:1vitl 
Ewinl! Duncan <Bani, $23). As wc appmal'h 
thc j!rcat millcnnial tr.m~irion. ic\ a propi
riou!. momcnr to consitlcr how far wc'n: 
come in mc,l\uring our pas'a~c acro~~ thc 
lirmamcm of cimc. 'fo akl that 1..,m-;c. vctcr
an ·~:icm:c anJ rravcl wriccr Dum.:an ha' ao;
~c m hlcd a livcly history-<lating back 
n.<J<K) )'C!tr.. ro che first known timcc:iblc. a 
tW\\hatdicd c.1~le bonc-ofchcattcmpt to 
follmv our cxac.:t phwc in thc \1 h1rl of day, , 
l11n:1r l') t'lc'. ,c.1~011,, anti y<.-:1r.. C::cntrJI w 
lm \Wr\ j, rhc ongoing o;;m1,gglc I\ ith onc 
'mall t~>mpht'3cion: :\solar ye;1r i-. .. omc fü e 
houl'\ ;ind 48 minutes longcr d1an rhc ~6S
da) t".1lcnd.1r that'~ hecn \\idcl) t1'>1..-<l ,inl'C tl 
1\a., introd111:cd by thc Egyptian-. fi.Z.~4 ~cal' 
ai,:o. Thc cn~uing dbcn.:p.uwi1.·.; rcnd to ~c:r 
pcoplc ~lcd up: Londoncrs rimcu m l 7.1Z 
\1 hcn a'~yal cdict. Jcsigncd ro c;1lihnm: thc 
out-of-wh:u:k Briti~h calemfar, cxpungcd 11 
day' fnim tl1'c month ofScptcmbcr. Dunc•lO 
aho c.:xpl.1in' hm' our gr.t'P of timc.: h.t'> gh cn 
li'> a hcttcr h:1ndlc on 'pacc. l'hc'c da\'>. 
c1cr\orlC from hikcr; ll'>Íng (iPS li"-".tt<ir. 111 

-.a1fol'\ rch on ,uomic clocks: pr1..-c1\C umc ili 
of chc c'...cn1..-c. 'incc "a billionch of .1 '>cc..'ontl 
tr.111~btc'> 111m thc o;pace of abour une IC1m ti ir 
11:11 igarion." Alai.. not cvcn acomic dnc:k' are.: 

compk:ccly corrcn. llC1.';t11~c· "rhc c:mh 11ob
blcs anti 11iAAlcs.1.·:111\lng ramlmn fl11n11;1-
cicm.'i in chc carrh \ rmminn.." Ir\ :1 nin.• c~
t·ape l'lau'>c that rcminth 11' 1ha1 rhc 
calendar-··a 1..agc of nnuc momcnc~" -
will ncvcr q11irc nail dcm n r-t:Jlil' . 

An Alfa ir wích Africo. füped111ons and Ad· 
venrures Across a Continem. h) ,\l1.1d.1 
Carfüle Kismcr ( hland l 'rc'>'i, $25 ). fü:· 
twccn 1960 ;md 197,\, l\i,tn1cr an-; 1mp.mícd 
hcr cntomnlugis1 hw.h.md on 11' e C\.JW(h

tions in Afril'õl. ind11dmg 'tJ\' in rhc ( ~ tn!!o. 

l\cnya, Lihcria, lrnr\ C:cl.l,t, T .tn1Jn1J. 

Sourh Afrka .. 'lanuht.t. .mel \ngol.1. Th:mk
íully. shc hJd a ,flarp n.m11.1ft,1\ C\c, took 
dct;tilcd note~ .. md 1\ ·" c1 cnt11.1ll\ 1.1lkcd 
inrn \HÍtini.: thi' mrnfc,t. e 111111c.:nrh r1.·.1d
ahlc honk .1b1111t hc.:r .td\Clõl!llíc\ .111ml thc 
'iccmin~I~ incxh;w,tihf(• plcnirnc.lc of 
Afril·a '-. wildliti.: in 1hc ''am1ni.: d:iv~ uf c.·ul1.
nialí~m. Flush \\Íth x-1cntilk 1.c.11.md pro
tc..-çccd hy ynuthful cntl1u,ia•.m, thc Ki'>tnCf'> 
cnjoycd cnviahlc cm:ountc1' Jnd not a fc:" 
dose calh 1\ íth dc:1dh 1u:11nb.1 -.n;1kc,, 
d1aridn!! hlark rhino~. \mil dcph.111r, .. 1nd 
hnn' (onc of \\ hic.·h 11 ... cd l\1<.tn1.·r\ claughtcr 
:i~ a píllm\ throughnuc .1 'e r) l11m: night in 
lfotswana). A ln\'dy mcmo1ir . • uni ;1 mcmn
mhlc exc.:n:i~c in no,t,1Ji.:1.1 --llAl UPEN 

Ourabte mecal cons1ruc11on • Bums hquld tuel--not botane oas-for a dependable llame • IJohts 1n Wlnd & rain • St,ivs lil .111 bv lt.ell 
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Ask yourself-what tf you rcally had 
to use that llghtcr ln your day pack? 
Whcn ílr<' Is a matter of survlval. you'd 
beller bc packln~ a Zlppo. Zippo Is the 
ori~inaJ w!ndproof ll~hter. a veteran of 
more than 65 years of wind. rain and 
t>very batUeOdd from W\\'11 to Desert 

Slonn. And every Zlppo Is h;Wkl'd by 
our famous Llfctimc Guaranll'<'. So 
put one in your pack. "Just ln case." 

For a Zlppo Ouloooi: Catatog e.a 814 J~ 2819 
0< fa• your 1eq1.est 10 Oe!>l at 814 368 2874 



AFTEI IUIM (rum puge ôJ 

n:fcn. co riu: ( :hrisc Child-"thcy are lnok
i~ w cacdt him and pm an arrow in him." 

Ü'\h \llll~'\l'-c; \\"I·. H.E\\' I;\ IO Tl!J, HEIA

CÍ\cl~ pri,tinc Yanomami \'Ífü1~c of Dcmi
ni, car.r, ing ri<.:<: for Fl l~/\I. Wc \1 come w 
rncct with Da\'Í l\.opcn;\W:l, :i forryish 
~h;unan who is :il'o chc dlicf of cite malo
ca\ llJ..l lndi;uh. 

Davi i~ chc mo'it famou,-:ind pcrhaps 
thc only--cxl·mplar of thc nc\\ \'anomami. 
1 k karm:d PortugC\C ac a :"Jcw Trihc' 
l'mcc~tant ~l"'ion \\ hcn hc wa-. young, 
workcd for FI ' \.:A I, and ha'i cravcktl ro 
:-..icw '\éirk. LonJon, :mJ Paris to p11hlíci1.c 
hí1> pcoplc\ plight. 

A o;hort mun who~c opcn r:,u;c curricJ a 
playful rcd 'irreal.. 11f onoto-~ecd d~c. Da\'Í 
w1irc bluc .,horN. a wri~twau::h. and a lion ·s 
toc1tl1 on :t d1ongm<111nd hi'l ncck (:m African 
'ºm cnir rrnrdta~cd in thc l ºnitcd Srarc~). 
Ücça~ionall~ he ttappcd a hand o\·cr his 
'ho11IJcr to Ji,f'lCN: thc pi111n. no-scc-cm' 
thJt J,!;athcrcd on hi'i hock. Wc wcn: \Catcd 
ac a lon~ \\ oodcn rahlc.: unckr chc: c..~Jvc:~ uf 
hi' nialcl\:a. "1ch Jnnci ;1lnn~~1dc D:wi. cmns
htting. h wa~ ncarly ª" cool undcr thc: p;ilm 
roof ª" ir was in tlu.: windowlc~~- furiuu~I~ 
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.iir-cundicioncd officcl> of Boa\ isca. 
Th1.: villagc ·~ most powcrful 'ihuman. 

J ,ouriv:il, also carne and sar ac thc cnd of rhc 
tahlc. Asidc from thc cu.,coma~· quid of to
lx1<:cn undcr his lowcr lip, hc sporrc:d onl) a 
b:1'\Cb:11l ç:ip and rhc cmdicionul pcni~ 'tring 
(a rcd c:omm chrcad that \:irdes rht: w:iio;;c and 
CU\.k'> the pcni~ up bv Lhe forcskin). l lc haJ 
h<.:cn rcscing in hi~ hammock. prcparinµ; for 
thc ard11ou~ J>icd Pipor ccrcmnny of rc<.·all
inK fugitivc anírnals--in rhi1> case chc p<.x.t·~1-
ric-,. who mn away whcn th<.: mincN carne. 

Thac c:crcnwny. likc all Yanonumi 
~hamanic rituais.. involvc:. havin~ .1·11i•fxm11. 
thc hallucinogcnic hark of the 'irol::i rrcc. 
blown four rime!> up ".>º"' no<,c h~ anurhcr 
-.haman widdin~ a hlowpipc. 1 rricd j11~t a 
pinch of chc peppcry brown pnwdcr anJ 
gota shimmcry fccling, anJ c:ould wcll 
ima~inc th;ll wich a mcgado~c "thc trccs 
opcn up and you tly chrough thcm," a~ 
Lo11riv<1J .,3íd. ln that swtt: nf trnu~port. thc 
Y:momarni caJI on the sltt1bori. a bcautiful 
manlikc spirit covcrcd wirh hrighc tatcoos 
who wcars a hcaddrc"5 of monkcy c:1ils and 
hirJ fcather). The 'ihab<>ri dc-.ccnds :md 
ho\crs just abuvc thc groun<l. Bur in 
~tarch. Davi and Lourival s:iiJ, whcn chey 
aml :-.ix ochcr Dcrnini shamans pccitioncd 
him for rain-on thrcc separarc occa-
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siono;--thc shahnri \\ ª' no" ... Thcrc I' too 
mud1 '>nmkc." hc ruiu thr:m. ···md no ••nc 
~hould hc ..ctting .111 1hc'c tire'." 

I .. ourÍ\ ai and 1 >.1, i h.1ú lll\ ITl"tl thc J.:.1\ .1po 
~hamans co do thcir l·crcmon~ :11 lkmini. 
usin~ yakoana so chcy would t·ont•ll·t thc 
Y:1m1m:.1mi :.hab11ri. not thcir m111. "( .uuri\ :11 
\\antc<l rn "cc: in-;idc th<.' cy1.:s of the 
1'ayapo, .. Da vi said. "to 'cc hm\ thcy work.. 
huc chc o;mokc ''as coo hc;w~ ti tr thc phmc to 
tty in." Lookin!-( t\cn:t' for chc tir.r rime. Da' i 
'.>aid hc s115pcncd thc Jo.:.ayapo ~hah1 •ri thick
e n cd thc.: Mt10kc w hclp ··-,h11\1 rhac lt1· 
\\Ould brin)?. chc rain. not thc ' i111mn:11111." 
J ,ouriqil ha\\ kcd and -,par. :111 cn11rnm11' 
hrown cffu,ion of mh:1t:c:11.md driK1l. 

Still, cr~·ing rn quanrify wht·chcr rhc 
1'ayapo slrnbori 11 ª" scrongcr than thc 
Yanom:uni ~habori '' :\\ "a\\ hicc m;rn \ 
qucscion." Ü;n i ~aid Mcrnly. Onl~ 1 h.1dn 'e 
askcd ÍC. • l'ficll hc tfi\.·d [O l'Om ÍIWC !llC th:lt 
hís ~ro111> no lon~cr cnj.!agc:~ in chcir hcad
ha~hin~ duck .. lt 'till happcn' ;11nrn1g chc 
Yanom;uni in \"cr1c1.uc:l:1." Da1·i allov.cc.I, 
.. hut hc:rc ,,.e c:1ch h;I\ e our own girl. 11ur 
own \\ ifc. \\"e conm1I our.;ch e~.·• 

That :.ccmcd pla11'ihlc. a~ 1 lookcc.I 
around rhc lovcl) doughnm-,ha1icd malo
<.'à ac the womcn ~rating ça:.,:n a and po11 nd
ing acai hcrrie' wich a morrar to makc winc, 
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thc1r faç~"!> ~lccfullv paintcd wich charcoal 
:md rcd dyc. chrcc sril·k<; timnin~ out fmm 
hob hcncach chc1r lowcr lír. Nakcd 1:hil
drcn mccd alxu1c car11ing bo"s rwil'C rhcir 
hcight. ;111Ú cldcr' drowscd in chcir rcd 
hammocks. Of cour~c. thc young mcn
chat grc111p ín whom thc hcllimsicy known 
ª" r1trlilt'!i j., pankularly pri~cd-wcrc out 
huntmg. Onc wom:m was following up on 
thc fruits of rhci r wai tcri: shc was dcaving a 
'l<:arcll capuchin monkcy (which ccrily rc
~cmhled an infanr) w bits. 

"E\ cryonc in thc world h:1' :mgcr-whar 
\\ ould you <lo if hc -.cole your woman?" 
1 h\'i cominuc<l, indicJtini.: Joal'Í. l raíscd 
my pen and mi meu -.l.1mmin,g Joa~·i ovcr 
rhc hcad. Thc Yanumami lau~hcd. 1 h\'i 
lau~hcd roo. but rcpcarcd, "\\e don't nccd 
\\ hite pcnplc rcading that wc are always 
hicting cach othcr m·cr womcn." 

( rcalizcd lhat 1 \\3\ WÍUlC\SÍllj! what 
must bc a new foml oflx:havior: a Yanc11na
mi tryin~ co spin an ouc..,idcr''i irnprc'isions. 
Spin is a scrnm.lary stagc uf cultural sclf
çonsciou,nc"s: It rcquirc:-. :m awarcncss 
hnth of how ;.motlu:r n1lt11rc pcrccivc-; you 
:md 11f how you wi~h to be pcrccivcd. •t 'hc 
fir~I ~ca~c-thc dawning undcrstanding of 
how ochcr culturc:s scc you-wc 'd wic
nc,~d <lC Ajamni, in thc foml of shamc. 

O U T S l DE l li 1 Y l 9 9 8 

D:l\ i undc~cands chat thc Yanomami givc 
chc world a rc.w.ison to savc thc Amai'On, onc 
far more compclling th;ln ahstract :maly~cs 
nf thc ttonomic mluc ofbicxli\·crsit)~ cuhon 
~tom11.c. and maimcnancc of C\ apotr.tnspir.t
tion cydcs. Thc officc nf\Yaltcr Blo~. Ro
rnima '.; Fl TNAI 'upcrintcndcm, foawrcs a 
poster with an imagc chac cmblcmaci:t~s this 
cxntic ínrnK:cncc--or, pcrhaps, our pcn:cp
ciun of ic a Yanomami wom:m sucklíng hcr 
1:hild from onc brcast am.I a capyhara, rhc 
raillc~s mdcnt, from the othcr. l )mi ha:-. sccn 
thi~ od<lly unsettling photo. ;md hc kno'l'>'l
that hi' pcopk: are a s)·mbol. "\\'e are thc ul
timacc," hc 'itnd. "thc la:;rlndians \\ ho ncH:r 
wam to li\'c in thc dry. ha\·c <l l"ílr, havl! a T\: 
Thc whitc pcoplc respccr chc lndian' "ho 
still walk arounll nakcd!" 

(}.Ivi's nuanccd concem for my pcrccp
tion1. was notcworthy becJuse thc Yanoma
mi ha\c lonJ! \ icwed "whitc<;" (many of 
"'hom, in multihucd Rrazil. are browncr 
chan chcy) as a dt:J.?,ràdcll aftc:rthought in 
thc crC'Jtiun of che world. \\'e are acc:ounccd 
for cichcr a~ an cvil consequc:ncc ufa fc
malc Yanomami not hcing scqucsrcred 
during mcnstruation or. more prnsaically. as 
crcarurc~ fa~hioncd from river <;c:um. 

lc i1' difficult to ovcrcmph:1'>Ílc jusc hnw 
diltcrcncly thc Yanomamí ~cc thc world. 

Thc most common vcNi<>n nf thcir <.·o~n10l
Og) ha~ rhc univcrsc arraycd ín thrcc. nr in 
some vcrsions four. thin lavcrs "llpporrcd 
by gianr crcc trunki.. ( "Thc tir'it timc thc~ 
saw me lligginga "'cll." say~ Cario, .i'...:Jl·q11i
ni. thc C:nholil· mis1'ionary. "rhc~ staycd 
\\Cll hnrk, l'crrain 1 \\ mild fall thro11~h chc: 
c;irrh.") Yanomami \ ' Í<.'\\ thc 1><1d-. not ª' ,1 

phy:-irnl '>Y'>tcm that rc\po1ul' rn bi111:hcn11-
cal compoum.l'i, lmt rathcr ª' an 1.·nv1.:lop<.· 
comainin.~ four 'rn1k '' hat mi~du bc: callcd 
thc unconscious. thc ~cat of dcsm.·"· tht• 
ccntcrofhcalth aml lifc, ;md mo<;t strikine· 
ly, an animal i.oul. \\'hcn a Yanomami j, 

horn. so i\ a doppclg:ingcr t-:tpyh·.irn nr tapir 
that 'iharc' hi'i or hcr lite fcm:c; if that ;mi
mai i'> killcd. thc lndian al~o uic\. 

lllnc'>~C'i, C\ cn thosc that onl~ come 
fmm "'hirc~. :ire hclic\'cd to rc-.ulr from a 
hrokcn 1;1hoo or an cncmy '>haman 's ~pcll. 
\\'hcn J d11ld c.lic.,, rh1.· mhcr' cat Íl\ <'rc
m;ucd ª'hc'> mi\cd \\ ith plantain mu~h tu 
~ivc it'\ ~pirit a hnrnc. KI\ lo~t of thc unac
culmr-.nc<l Yanomami. 80 to 90 pcrccnt. 
dun't bclicvc ;1 mal:iria pill will cure rhcm." 
~ays f\'an Scwc' Faria,, an anthropologi't 
with chc federal go\·crnmcnc\ 'fonnrnami 
hcalth tcarn. "Thcy think you are giving 
chc mc:floquinc just to ~c:t doscr to thcm. 
So afccr thcy rakc thc pill. thcy fccl fn:c ro 
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a'>k you for '>Omcching-hc:aJs, a gift." 
As a crading t·ulrurc. chc \':momami an: 

Jlcriloul>ly 'll"l'cpcihlc. During thc i.:ol<l 
rmh, rhcy wcrc ruukd by thc mim:ri. 
nmckmJ! :1h11u1 "ith thc html-chc~ l·.dlcd 
thcm '\\ ild p11-"' !>nnrcin)!; in thc muJ," Gc
olTrcy Cl'Connnr rcporh in hi' thoughtful 
houl-. l11urw11 ./(llm/f//-hut thc lndi:ms ad
mircd clu: mmcr.,· ~tore~. Thc lndians ar 
f>aapití. chc \'anomarni arca with chc hi~c!tC 
inf-lux 11f~rim1)Ciro!>, wcrc trading)ICX with 
thc mincr. für li1Nit·k. amJ i..:onorrhca and 
orhcr illnt·"c:' hq!,.m ro cal.e thc1r toll. 

1 hc eultur.il and cpitlcm1ulog1l~•I thrcat!t 
from rhc mincr" accually rcmain .1 gn:accr 
d;in~cr co thc Y.mnmami rhan thc tire,, hc
cau'c it rcquircs riu: un11~ 11;1l condicions of 
an EI '\Jii\o for virgin r;1ínforc~t, with ir~ 
high humid1ty .ulll coolcr minodimatc, to 

bum rcadih. Whilc thc Yanomami lost a 
ÍC\\ malo1.~1l> to thc firc •• md many of thc:m 
.m: luw on fc1od, thc grc:m.:r 1hrcm camc 
frrnn rhc prt·n:d111g drou~ht. Thc drying 
ri,·cr' and pond' and mininf.!, ditdlc\ pro
d11n:d ideal mo,quito-hrccdin)! ce1ndiri11n,. 
:md mataria amoni.: lhe Yanomami ~hrn up 
IOO pcrci:nc in Fchru:ir~ aml \lard1. l n 
Pa:1pi1í, January alonc hmu,ght malari;i to 
117 of thc 170 hnnmami. ~f m·h of 11 \\a~ 
(t1kip111m11, chc dcadlic'it kiml. anú only 

·~'''"~'~'~· 

b;mlc-'it:1tion' mc<lic:1l work by a volumccr 
a~cncy prcvcntcd fatalitic,, 

Da\ i\ m:ilot.~1 has ,ufü:rcd rclati\'cl~ lit
clc frnm chc mincr!> nr thc tire~. hut hc 
know!t hoth thrc;llo; 'itill l11rk. Thnu~h hc 
say'i "thcrc art: whirc mcn. and thcrc are 
whicc mcn," hc alc;o knows thac hc l·:.m't 
t·ounc on chc formcr to protc.:cc rhc ';moma
mi from rhe lancr. Thc Yanomami mu~r 
prnccl't them,clvc~. "\\'c'vc gorro lc.:arn 
Porcu~llC\C so wc can dcfcnd our right~. 
not lx: rohhcd," he told me. 1 )cm mi i~ one 
of only four Yanornami \'Ílla~c'i wich a 
rc:achcr. who instnJl'ts in Portu~csc :md 
Yanom:m. ··wc can 't just move furrhcr into 
thc forcsc, a~ wc thou~ht, hc1.:au~c thcn thc 
whitc!> will <tlh;1m:c to whcrc wc are mm." 
Hc fcll ,jlcnt. 1\t lil~t 1 >avi co11'>lcd rhc haír 
of a i.i1Mll hoy \\ho "ªe prouúly l'lCsidc him, 
hi~ nosc pccking ovcr rht: C3hlccop. "Srill, 
thc lndian' who h;l\'c lc:1rncd Portuguc~c 
forgoc thcir culcurc. and whitcs h;1vc no rc
spcct for thcm .. \ mi if chi' bo\ lc.:arn' Pur
tllJ!;UC\l" hc 'li" •IOt w go rn Boa\ hr;i, \\ hert· 
all hc can hcn1mc j., a hc.l{gar ora thicf." 

l n hi-. journcy tnw:ml a ~clf-rclianr r~-
alpulirik. D:ivi hirmclf rcnounccd chd :hri'
cianil)· nf his youd1 an<l hc."t~tmc a 'ihaman at 
thc \'t:ry lace a~c of 35. )cc J11, bnom.11111 
thcolo~ has. hccn hcavíly intlucnccd h\ hi' 
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cxpcricnt·c omsiJc thc ~·mlcn. "( lman, 
who t:rcatcd all thc laml,, .11!>0 di,crihutcd 
thcm," l>.I\ i \aid. "l 'nitcd Se.ate' aml Eu
mpc for chc whitc'i. and Hr.11.11 hc ~·"e to thc: 
lndian~. Oman \;\'.\'> noc to Jc,tro), UI kccp 
rhc forc ....... t dca11. nor to n1.1kc h1_1! hok"' rh:n 
crcatc illnc''· no1 ro 1hro\\ g;Hh.1.r.:c on rhc 
n\cr. But J11r.1ç1 j, rhc h:1d 'Pirir. Thc 'º11">f 
.Jur:wi li\ e in rhc cir\. · 1 hc.:\ hl-c co dt·\11ny
thc rmncr,, farmcf'i. pric,t.s, :md thc politt
cians. who are thc worst tx.."t:ausc thi.-y 1mc ali 
the other oncs hcrc." 

Chi-: l·:\1-:\,l'\C· I \WI "H~I \\,CYIHhf{ \\1:-.

dm\ lc~~ Bn.1 \'isca rnhb~ "ith Rc111aldn 
Barho.,a. thc m:m mrn.t \ cr.cd i n riu.: eour'ic 
of rhc R11r:11m.1 tires.:\ lcan. hcardcd rc
o;c;m·hcr for 11'\l'.\-rhc narion.tl Ama1on 
rc~carc::h inst11utc-B.1rho~a porcd cn cr 
\Utdl1rc phuco,, coo!. a loni.: on:rtl1i.:h1, Jntl 
~pene 22 d.I\, in clic j11nl!k ''"n'in~ thc 
dama~c. lc "lm 'um of S,-10() 'q11.1rc milc' 
of burncd furc'>t rh.1t h;i' ht.·crnlll· thl· ofli-
1.:íal figure. But Barbo<,a l:tmc rn1c nf thc 
,iunglc :trmctl nnt only with numbcr'i, but 
wirh conccxr ;md a lli-minl•JI c'iplan:trion: 
~Thc real firc is not chi~ onc," hc says. "hut 
thc fu,c th:tt \\ ª" lit .'<> \.c:m a~o with thc 
scrtlcmcnt poli<.~." ln 1970 Br:11il\ miliwr. 
diccarnr. c;~·ncr;1l Emílio Carr.1,ra.1.11 
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\kdict. hcg:tn .1 ··pcm:cracion sdicmc" in 
thc .\mamn. and chac '11Pfl<>St:Jly di~(:n.:d
ltl·d n<111011 ti•r rna.,,j, e n:o,etclcmcnt' of thc 
poor into thc jun~lc Hnurio;hc., 'till. 

ln .1 'PCCl'h to' j,irin,g judgc-; ac Boa 
\'i~c;:i \ Ju~cin: 'Jribunal. 1 he:m..I Go\'crnor 
:\'cudo ( :umpo11 boa;;c, ··\\'e ha,·c four rnil
lion hc(:t:irc' rc:u..ly ro prrn.Jucc! Lms of op
ponunitic,!" Hc rrumpctcd rh;H "Road 
174 to l\l:tmu1:."-1hc Ama.wn \ br/.!:C'>C 
t'Ít)-"i~ alnum rorull) pa\'cJ." Wich gom.I 
intcnciom. no doubt. Not oncc did Cam
Pº' mention rhc protel·rcd forcsc. \\ hid1 
<1Cc11pic' 711 pcrccnc of rhc \Cate. A Ro
r;IÍlllil hrochurc halh·hnm "a four-million
hcccan: arca rca1.h for a~ribminel>~ and 
:lgril'ulmrc projcct'i Nacurc j, gorgcous 
:md oul'itandin~: (lcn"c -\m;1zon forcst in 
thc ... ourh. narural p;Murc Iam.Is inche ccn
tcr. and moumain., in rhc norrh.'' 

.Sud1 pmnphlcc' :mc.I rrodamation~ makc 
dcvcl11pmcm \ound 'hrcwdly planncc.I. Buc 
th1: :K·nwl ~m crnment policy in Rornima-
both fcderJI and ,r;uc-i~ as hcadlonj?; as 
that prc\ ;ulmg in rhc \t.ICc of Ama1.0nas in 
thc IJtc JC>Xlb. whcn thc govcmor J("J\'C \'ot

l'N frcc diam 'J"'· .. Rcallv "h~tr Í'> happcn
ing Íl\ wt: h:l\c rcn tu l:l poor fumilic.·~ :uri\'
mg c,·cry 1..hi). wanring rn daim thcir ne\\ 
hmd in :.cttlcmcnc,," !\lanud Andrade Frc-

iu.,, Rumima\ superintendem of rhe feder
al lnnd-managcmcnc al{cncy. 11'\C:Jt\. cnlc.I 
me. "I e\ ouc of c:onuol." 

lt\ 011r ofcontrol bccau'c in Bra1.1I 70 
pcl'(.·cnt of chc Iam! is owncd hy :'l JlCKCnt 

11f rhc lanc.lowncrs. and politician~ lind ir 
ea~ier toappca~c rhc powcrfol Sem 'li.:rr:i
chc "wichout JanJ" 1110\'Ctncnc-wich 
forc\tcu fnlcral lands in Roraima rhan b~ 
rcdistriburing chc alre:tdy de,1rcd lands of 
chc: rich . ..\nd c\'cr~ 101.·al pulitil·ian \\:Int:
:;ccclers: more J?;ntteful voccr:.. and more 
fcdcrnl monc\ coming in. 

Lurcd h\ prombe' of thc ~uo<l lifi:. rhnu
'>Jnd' of hmdlcss familiL"~ frum chc impO\ -
cn~hcd 11nrthc:isrcm scacc, are pourin~ mr11 
ncw scnlcmcntl> in Roraima. Thc' hum 
rhc crccs off thcír land. plane ir with l'<l!>l>a\·a 
;ind manioc t<1r a f~w yc;1rs. anJ rhcn gro\\ 
vcxcd with chc lott'Y soil-all thc nurricnl\ 
in thc Amawn. whcrc thc !>oil j, about ·' 
inches dec::p. are bnund up in chc tccmin~ 
'cgccation. So rhcy sdl w a lar.e;er land
holdcr. who turn~ che fü:ld into 1.'<lttlc pa'-· 
rurc:. ( l .. md dcarcd by ser tires. in \1 hil.'h 
lhe \oil h;1.; bricft~ bccn mac.le more pro
du1:tivcly alkalinc, sclls for about $UO an 
a1:rc; forcsccd land, for only 10 w 1 :l (ll:~·cnt 
of chat. l ( :,m(c l'an sun Í\ e: on thc i.,rra ... s for 
abouc ccn yc::irs. Then thc ... oil is t;ippcd 

ouc. :mu 'ccclcrs g11 to buni more fanhcr in. 
"AftcrwarJ ... ~ª'' Cario' Z:wtpuni. "thc..· 
bod kit bchind hN•k' hkc rhc 11111C111:· 

"'\\'e m:cd to ª'k 1 ~ I'. \ for .1 '"" tu tind 
.,u,cainabk: •IL.'itl'llllllfl" hcrc." ,,uc.l IB. \,\!:\\ 
.\dcm1r Juncs tfu, Sanro~. "~l:t\hc fruir 
trccs. small 1.T>1.~inub, mangue-.," 1 rold him 
eh.te 1\1-.ccn Phdip Fcarn-.idc. du: nntc..·d 
l~P.\ rc,eard1cr. tn \lan:111-. c:irlicr 1h;1t 
\1cck :rnc.I chac Fcarn,hlc hau ... aid th.1t 
\\ h ilc -.orne :.lf!.n>ÍOrc.,trv "'ª' p11-..,iblc in 
Rornima. far too m111:h land \\:l' bcini.: 
dc:m:J aml thc ,uil 11':1\ ,impl\ mo p<loc. 
~so \\ hcrc are wc gum~ m puc ali thc....,c 

pcoplc?" um S.mro' cxplm.lcd, ~mldcnl\' 
cnrJgcd. "Thc land mu'c hc ).,"tX>tl for .wmr
thim:;. ·• l lc lookcd •ll me .11.T11'111~1\. "\'nu 
rnn "t jusc i.a\ te\ ~ond fi1r 1111/hun:.." 1 fdc 3~ 
u'cb., ;1, 1 had \\ ith thl..' 'taí\ in)!. )~1r10111.1m1 
ar, \jar:mi IJ. hm rhi' rnm: 111\ ~uilc '.mt,hctl 
.1fccr 1 thou~ht :1h11111 "h.11 hc \\;1~ 'aying. 
\\'hat chc laml is ~0111.I for. of rnur~c. j, thc 
,·cry "11othin.1( thar do., ''ianros j, c;i~kcll tu 
:issurc: 'ir_gin ramforc'l full ofYanomami. 

",\!i far <1!> 111:oplc come. \\c'll m;1kc -.ct
dcmcnt'> ... ~;iid kuall·mi Roi-:1. prc,1dcnt 
ufITERAll\l:\, l{orauna\ 'r:nc 'ctrlcmL"nt 
JJ!:<.:llC). A co(.:k). m11,r:1chiocd hurc:111rnn. 
R1"a rumm:igcd in a 1.·ahinc.:t ;ind pullcd 
ouc a dtMy hooklcc 1:11nrJinin11. .1 1 <)(-,..1 la\\. 



Hc read from it at lcngth, flashing an enor
mous gold ring on whích two diamonds 
wre<>tled a ruhy fur precedence. Hc said it 
authorízcd him to give 100 hectares free to 
every fomily that wamed it. That la\\ has 
long since tx.-cn supersedcd and is M> irrele
vanr rhat l rouldn 't quite chínk of a police 
w:1y of saying so. anJ -;o 1 merely asked 
why chc fedem! settlcments J!;rantcd only 
60 hcctan.:s. ''Wcll, we don'c rcally mca
surc," Rosa said grandly. "We jusc say, ''\ou 
get from herc to here."' 

\\ l1en l ai.ke<.I abom thc fires, Rnsa did an 
amazing ahout-face: ''The firc came from 
INCRA's scttlcments," hc said Aatly, "and 
really chcrc is noching to díscuss al'lOut chis. 
hecausc wc havc no scltlcmcncs." Whac? 
Rosa was hitling behinú a cechnicalicy-all 
the undaimcd land in the state still belongs 
w che federal governmenc-but the ex
prc.'\S purposc of his agcncy, as he'd frcely 
acknowledged earlier, is to focilicate reset
tlemcnr. ln face, rl 'ERAl.Mi\ supcrvises 
abouc 20 scctlemems. 

Manuel Andrade Freitas, the balding, 
quenalous local supcrintendent of INCRA, 
provcd cqually evasíve. Hc dcnied any 
knO\~ ledgc of rhe huge. three-million
hccrare settlemcnt a longsidc Road 174 
chat Presidem Fernando l lenriquc Car
doso announced last June. Hc also said 
that his 29 scctlcmentS "werc not responsi
ble for rhc fire," and continucd, falteringly, 
''The scate serclemcntS produccd che fires 
near thc Yanomami." 
·ln che end, the questiun of who contrais 

which ~cttlemencs pales besídc the sheer 
fact of thc settlemcncs' existcnce. What 
matters is that all roads lead to thc forcst. 
Matthicu Lena, a local health coordínator, 
showed me photos of his recent trip 
throu~h thc Traírao River area adjoining 
the Yanomami preserve. One showed a 
wide lacerite road and a feúeral govern
ment sigo dcdaring, "We are builtling 25 
kilomctcrs nf road." "This road is being 
aimed right ac rhe Yanomamil" 1.cna cried 
pas~ionaccly-<>n rhe inevitable map, he 
drew ic as a clagger aimed at the preserve. 
... len kilomctcrs from chc cnd of the rood, 
people havc already cut their way into che 
foresr wich machctes." 

l lc Hippctl to anochcr photo, of charred 
giam crcc ltrumps. ''Ali thc region is fück
ing burnr." hc said, wích chat slighc cm
phasis of somconc swcaring in his second 
l:lnguagc. "Surrounding chc Yanomami 
area with iienlcments and burning-it's 
legal! lt's srnpid. but it 's legal. We'rc 
swcacinJ?; hcrc, doing cverything we can. 
and in 100 years there will be nothing left. 
Norhing." 
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)N UHMINI, N', 1 SAT HAPPILY WITH ALAN A."iU 

Joaci in the midsc of the forcsc thac che 
world claims ít wancs ro protcct, it occurrcd 
to me that none of thc officials l'd spokcn 
with during the prcvious wcek had any spe
cific or compclling ideas abouc how oo save 
chat furcsc from the fire ncxc ti me. The UN 
report on the fires--itself a flabby, usele.ss 
documcnc-dryly notes "thc absence of a 
disaster culture, and relaced Jack of pre
p:iredness" by any inscicucion to face "simi
lar circumstances in the future." Senator 
~larluce Pinto told me breeúly, " lt won't 
happcn again. The people are alerc, and tbe 
government is alert-we're ready to stop 
any fire as soon as ic scaru ... Shc could offer 
no spccifics. "We need to put clearing ma
chines in the ficlds," said Govemor Neudo 
Campos, ''so they won 't set fires anymore." 
Hc had no idea who might pay for this. 

ITERAll\IA's lguacemi Rosa blithely 
said chat progress lay in givíng ali chc lndi
an comrmmiries "cwo tractors and 20 cows 
and rwo bulls." Even thc Yanomami? 
"Yes-we've already done ic at Auaris," he 
boasred. "FUNAJ doesn't do anything for 
them, but wc can." Alan slumped deeper 
on the ~nfa, rolling bis eyes in disbelief. 
Such a gift, which flouts FUNAl's sole au
thoricy over the reserve, is arguably illegal. 

"We will bc the oncs secring thc tires 
next year," declared Ademir J unes dos 
Santos of Roraima's JBAMA. Hc means 
thac his EPA will be more active next year 
in explaining to senlers how co clear a 
uench around che 6re zone, bur it's still an 
eerie remark. "We bave modem environ
mental laws," he explained, "but we can't 
stop people from brcaking them. The sct
tlers are poor, so they must keep burn
ing." He noced chac c.his spring's fire laid 
down a carpec of dead leavcs and trunks in 
che rainforest-powerful kindling. "So 
nexr year the tire will go to the canopy-it 
will bc a worse cragedy." As for the other 
looming prohlem, the miners, elos Santos 
shmggcd: "We have taken the garimpeiros 
out six times, and last timc itcost$l.7 mil
lion. But ic's ali uselcss, because thcy get 
here, we confiscate their equipmeac, but 
they have no work, so thcy walk for 18 ro 
24 days back into the forest." 

Alan Suassuna tells a funny but ulcimace
ly bleak tale of biding for six days and 
nights in rhe jungle waiting for a miniog 
camp's resupply plane to lantl so FUNAI 
could confiscatc it. They goc the plane at 
lasc, but ali the miners ran away. And the 
miners wcnc to çourt and recovercd che 
plane: the pilot, as is customary, claimcd 
that he'd dcveloped engine trouble and 
had had to lanú (on a secret, well-camou-

" 

flaged ninway). Ali Alan cnded up catching 
in the forest, he says, was hepatiris. Like 
dos Santos. he now believcs keeping the 
miners ouc is nearly impossible. 

And so we keep coming and coming. 
The Amazon isso large that fighcing its 
fires and miners and loggers can seem Like 
trying to liam the ocean. "Pcople tend to 
bc vcry fatalistic about it," says ecology re
scarcher Philip Feamside. cvl'he problem 
isso huge that pcople assume it will ali jusc 
be cut down evenrually." Paradox.ically, 
that facalism spring:; from a lack of urgency: 
The Amazon is so large ir sccms that it 
could never disappear. The Amazon is so 
large thac as ir djsappears we can only reli 
from those tibstract sacellicc photos high 
above, where the shaboris look down. 

ln thc middle of thc Jungle it scems the 
same world as ever. almost. ln Demini's 
pcaceful maloca, Oavi watched as Alan 
dumped rhe ice ouc of our cooler inco the 
courcyard. ln seconds, ali the children were 
on rhe glittcríng hcap, asconished by how 
cold che cryMaJs were and how briefly they 
lasced. They passed them hand to hanc.l 
unál they were handing on only everyday 
warer. This was our small, ambiguous con
tributioo to rhe educarion of the Yanomami. 

"The land in the whole plancc ,~ Oavi 
said, musing, "it 's noc so big. lt's small, it's a 
small planet fnr us." 1 had jusc been think
in[.( thac the cultural alícnation of lndians is 
an old scory, almosr timcless. And Oa\·i's 
thoughc prompted me co realize that that 
old scory will soon ~ into hismry: There 
jusr aren 't thac many prisrine peoples left 
for us muneanh, seduce, and clestroy. 

"You don'teatgold," Davi concinued. c.ry
ing one last címc to impress me with the 
simplesr cruths. "You don't eat money, or 
uees. The land icself is the richness, and the 
Jand says co us look, thar's enough-you've 
goc to stop hurting me now. Our shabori 
says the world will getdarkifthewhitepe<r 
pie let the lndians die. lt will be a world of 
darkncss." His face was propheti<:ally grim, 
reminding me of thc huge stone profile of 
Crazy Horse near Mounc Rushmore. Tuen 
hc cauglu sighr of my own face, smiled. and 
gcntly took my hand. A kind num, he didn 't 
wanc co fri~hren me. m 
Contrlbutlng editor Tad Fríend wrote about Dls· 

ney's Animal Kingdom in the May lssue. 
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